
salary he was looking for, he 
said whatever is in the 
budget! He helped grow 
them into a multi-million 
dollar company. 

Don and his wife Elyse, were 
living the life! She was the 
Executive Assistant to Sam 
Goldwyn, the film mogul in 
Hollywood. Outside of work 
they spent their time enter-
taining their wide range of 
clients and friends. It suited 
them. But a vacation to Se-
dona in 1976 changed all 
that.  

There wasn't much to the 
town back in those days. 
However, when Don saw the 
red rocks, he knew he was 
moving to Sedona. Don 
bought an art gallery in 

People build businesses 
with a good plan, hard work 
and a little luck. Don does 
that, and something more. 
He has the "golden touch" 
that has made people and 
businesses an overnight 
success. 

He will humbly explain it 
was a lifetime of experience 
that gave him that skill, but 
the truth is after he left the 
Hearst corporation as Pro-
motion Director, his skills 
changed lives for the better, 
wherever he went.  

When Don knew he was 
ready to leave Hearst, he 
started looking around for 
something new. Driven 
more by the fun of "growing 
something" than by money, 

he found a small clothing 
chain he thought had poten-
tial. When they asked what 

 On June 9th , a very spe-

cial group of people gath-

ered at the Sedona Com-

munity Center to do 

something they don’t often 

do—let others serve and 

celebrate them.  

Delectable whiffs of brat-

wurst  and street tacos 

filled the air along with 

laughter, while they gath-

ered for our Annual Vol-

unteer Celebration. 

Continued on Page 2 

Pictured here with his  latest paint-
ing and beloved Tilly. Dan was a 
supporter of the Community Center 
and is now a recipient of  the Cen-
ter’s Meals on Wheels and Pet Pro-
ject Services. 

Spotlight: Don Pierson—Man with the Golden Touch 
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You might not know 
this, but there is a 

bookshelf  in the Tudor 
Room.   I started this 
three years ago as a 

free library.   The 
bookshelf used to have 
a sign that said "Do 

Not Take Any Book 
Out of the Center."  I 
made a new sign that 
says, "Bring a Book 

and Take a 
Book."  This is a com-

munity library. 

Please feel free to 
browse our free li-
brary, and share your 

books with us. Bring a 
book, take a book! 
There are many treas-

ures for you to ex-

plore. 

—Liberty Lincoln,  

Board Member 

_____________________ 

Stay up-to-date with 

your Center’s happen-

ings at 

www.sccsedona.org 

and like us on Face-

book 
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“On any given 

week, as many as 

70 volunteers 

assure that the 

Vital Food Services 

and other 

programs are 

carried out.”  

 

A Gift of Time & Self—Volunteering 

Continued: Spot Light– Don Pierson, Man with the Golden Touch 

Tlaquepaque that day and 
announced to Elyse they 
needed to buy a house 
too! She couldn't believe 
what was happening, but 
Don knew this was right 
for them. 

 

Fast forward a few 
months later. Elyse, who 
went from a high-
powered job, to helping 
her husband run an art 
business, was still in 
shock. However, one day 
Elyse was alone in their 
gallery, called El Prado, 
and before she knew it she 
had sold multiple pieces. 
She was hooked! She be-
came the darling of the 
gallery and people would 
return just to see her. 

Don advertised their gal-

lery internationally. It 
brought people into their 
gallery from around the 
world, which also helped 
Tlaquepaque. Don opened 
several more galleries, an 
advertising agency, a ship-
ping and framing compa-
ny and more. He also had 
galleries in Scottsdale and 
Santa Fe. He was influen-
tial in the success of many 
businesses in Sedona, in-
cluding Los Abrigados and 
Rene's, as well as being a 
founder of the Sedona 30. 
He also conducted semi-
nars across the country on 
how to become a success-
ful artist. 

Despite his success, Don's 
real gratification was 
helping individual artists 
find their niche and steer 
them in the right direc-
tion. Don would talk for 
hours with young artists, 
helping them even when 

their work wasn't the 
right fit for Don's galleries.  

Some people might say 
Don's success was grow-
ing businesses. Don would 
say his success was grow-
ing people. Don did both 
with charm and grace! 

Article Written By Diane 
Greathouse 

Note: Unfortunately Elyse 
passed from cancer a few 
years ago, Don sold his 
businesses but he still 
paints and shows his work. 
Don was a supporter of the 
Community Center and is 
now a recipient of Meals on 
Wheels. He says the food 
and people are wonderful. 
He also appreciates the Pet 
Project's support of his 
beloved canine companion 
Tilly. If you would like to 
contact Don, you can reach 
him at DonHPier-
son@gmail.com. 

week, as many as 70 vol-

unteers assure that the 

Vital Food Services and 

other programs are car-

ried out.  

Of all the Center’s com-

munity support services, 

none is more critical 

than provision of the 

local Meals on Wheels 

lunches. Each week, ap-

proximately 70 of our 

neighbors who are living 

in isolation or have seri-

ous health conditions 

receive a hot, nutritious, 

prepared meal delivered 

with a smile to their 

Continued from Front Page 

 

Compassionate, ener-

gized volunteers are the 

critical branches and 

leaves that keep our tree 

of services flourishing 

and green.  

Out numbering staff ten 

to one on any given 

door. Last year, 15,485 

lunches were delivered 

along with another 

10,000 or more bagged 

food items for breakfast 

and the weekends—

those times when Meals 

on Wheels service is not 

available.  

Hand-in-hand with the 

Home Delivered Meals, 

our Community Lunch 

service offers residents 

an opportunity to ‘do 

lunch’ with longtime  

 

Continued Page 3 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers pictured from top to bottom: Server, Amrita, Host Katie, Meals on Wheels Driver, Art;  
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friends or experience the pleasure of 

making new ones. The full, 3-course 

lunches are available to all Sedona 

residents. Meals are designed under 

the guidance of an Area Agency on 

Aging dietician and follow the Older 

American Act requirements for nu-

tritional meals for older adults.  

Every Monday through Friday, lunch 

guests sit down for a real treat, with 

table service provided by friendly 

volunteers. Each three course meal 

may be as diverse as the guests 

themselves—from  garlic herb chick-

en to BBQ pork ribs to coconut 

macaroons. 

Suggested contribution towards the 

meal is $5 for diners 60+ and $6 for 

all others in the dining room. You 

won’t find a better deal in town—no 

tip, no tax! Best of all, you know that 

the proceeds go back into the com-

munity’s Vital Food Services, ensur-

ing that our homebound neighbors 

continue to get the crucial, basic ne-

cessity of a regular, well-balanced 

lunch.  

Our Home Delivered and Communi-

ty Lunches continue to be the only 

Mon-Fri, fully prepared, home style, 

hot, and nutritious meals of this type 

available to residents in Sedona and 

the Village of Oak Creek. With the 

crucial  efforts of our vibrant cadre 

of volunteers, we look forward to 

serving our neighbors for many 

more decades to come. 

See the back page to find even more 

ways that our volunteers pitch in to 

make Sedona one of the best places 

to be alive! 

pleted in May. The bath-

room was in dire need of a 

facelift—the countertop 

was separating from the 

wall, paint was chipped, 

and most of all the existing 

sink did not successfully 

meet the needs of people 

using wheelchairs.  

“I may be the only one that 

gets this excited about a 

bathroom!” Executive Direc-

tor, Brenda Redel, exclaimed 

recently. 

She was referencing the re-

modeling of the Center’s 

Women’s Bathroom, com-

“Thankfully,” Brenda says, 

“The Arizona Community 

Foundation agreed with the 

strategy behind our grant 

application and provided par-

tial funding,; the rest was 

gifted through the generous 

support of private donors. 

We are so grateful.” 

ing more exciting options such 

as the new T’ai Chi and Success 

without Stress classes. 

Our instructors are some of the 

best in Sedona. They live locally 

so they know what matters to 

their neighbors and friends. 

Most of all, they share your pas-

sion for healthy lifestyle choic-

es and the pursuit of wellness 

in this beautiful place that we 

call home.  

Class fees are $5—$10 de-

pending on timeframe and 

resources required. Some pro-

grams are at no cost to Sedona 

and VOC residents. Our 

monthly social calendar of 

classes and events can be 

found at www.sccsedona.org 

or drop by the Center anytime 

to pick up a copy. 

Your Sedona Community Center 

is designed with you—the local 

resident—in mind. Did you 

know that we offer 9 weekly 

fitness and exercise classes, 5 

wellness and support classes 

weekly/biweekly, 1 watercolor 

class, and multiple other one-

time special events and activi-

ties scheduled throughout the 

month?  

And, we are committed to add-

Did  You Know? By Locals for Locals 

An ACF Grant and Generous Donors Make Good Things Happen 

A new, universally accessible 

sink  is the crowning glory. 

“Our 

instructors 

are some 

of the best 

in Sedona.” 

Suzi & Lorraine enjoy the Volun-

teer Appreciation Event. 



health concerns, Rosemarie has food 

intolerances that make maintaining a 

healthy diet challenging. While these 

worries would be enough, Rosemarie is 

also homeless and has no place to 

cook.  

Rosemarie says things were looking 

grim this past May—down to 107 lbs. 

at 5’11”, she was very weak and could 

hardly get up in the morning. Then, one 

day at the Sedona Community Center, 

everything began to connect for the 

better. “Redbear is such a good cook,” 

Rosemarie exclaims, “The Servers al-

ways check on me. And, everyone 

works together to meet the needs of 

the guests.  The Center is so giving to 

the community, especially for the older 

community, but also for everyone who 

Miracles can come in all shapes and 

sizes, and at the Sedona Community 

Center, sometimes they may be 

shaped like a plate. 

Tears welled in Chef Redbear’s eyes 

the day lunch guest, Rosemarie, ap-

proached him to comment on the 

day’s lunch menu. It wasn’t the usual 

compliment about a favorite dish or 

suggestion for improvement. “You 

saved my life,” Rosemarie told 

Redbear, “I was near death.” 

Her smiling, cheerful demeanor be-

lies the hardships that Rosemarie has 

endured. At 73 years old, she has a 

number of past and present health 

issues among them a broken spine, 

hip replacement, protein deficiency, 

and hypoglycemia, Adding to her 

walks through the door. I feel total-

ly accepted because of your kind-

ness. Now, my heart goes out to 

other people.” 

LOCATION: 

2615 Melody Lane 

Sedona, AZ 86339 

Phone: 928.282.2834 

info@sccsedona.org 

www.sccsedona.org 

 

 

VOLUNTEER  

OPPORTUNITIES: 

Telecare Caller 

Mail-Out Volunteer 

Dining Room Server 

Meals on Wheels Driver 

Breakfast/Weekend Club 

Special Events & Projects 

 

Our Mission is to enhance quality of life for people of the greater Sedona community through our award winning food programs, outstanding 

exercise and educational activities, compassionate supportive services, and by providing a venue for meetings, social and cultural events. Our 

services are partially funded by the City of Sedona, AAA—NACOG, and ALTCS.  Sedona Community Center is a 501C3 Non-Profit Organization. 

A regular guest at the Center’s Com-

munity Lunch, the well-balanced meals 

and friendship have had a life-changing  

impact on Rosemarie’s quality of life.  

Changing Lives One Plate At A Time 


